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Tesla’s New Toy   
 

NICLAS P, 9A  
 

 

Tesla is a worldwide known brand 

for electric vehicles. Currently they have four 

production models and more on the 

way. They recently have made huge strides in 

vehicle performance with their Tesla Model S 

Plaid, with a record acceleration of under 2 

seconds. Recently, they confirmed a new and 

exciting product for the children to enjoy. 

They call it the ‘Cyberquad’, basing the name 

off their concept truck, the Cybertruck. It 

isn’t known when or if it will be available to 

German consumers, it is available for all US 

customers for the price of $1900. The 

concept was presented in November of 

2019, and two years later the launch was 

confirmed. It is intended for children aged 

eight and up and can easily be charged 

using standard 110–240-volt outlets. While it 

isn’t here in Berlin yet, it certainly looks like 

a lot of fun.  

 Tesla’s Cyberquad Source: https://external-

content.duckduckgo.com/iu/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpictures.topspeed.com%2FIMG%2Fcrop%2F201911%2Ftesla-unveiled-

it-s--22_1600x0w.jpg&f=1&nofb=1 
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 You might have noticed the big red sign on the 

door of the room that used to be the active 

room—since the start of the term, the room 

next to the Playroom in Freeplay is closed, 

dangerous and off-limits. The windows are 

blocked, so is the windowpane in door. After 

months, I decided the mystery had to be lifted.  

  

First, I decided to ask some students for their 

suspicions of the use of the room. A ninth grader 

speculated that it was probable that the room had 

been turned into a sauna for the teachers, 

whilst third grader believed that the room was 

used for the janitor's tools. Other theories 

included a café, a movie room, and a new 

classroom. However, since the statements were 

pure suspicions, they gave me no further 

knowledge of what was inside the active 

room. I then decided to interview the people 

who knew the secret—the teachers.   

  

It was not so easy at first. Secondary teachers 

were strictly holding on to the rule that the 

contents of the room were a secret, I could not 

even get any teachers to slip up. Wherever I 

went, I would only get mysterious smiles and 

a, “Sorry, that’s a secret. I’m not allowed to 

tell.” Finally, I got a hint—an anonymous 

teacher told mee that, even though it was a 

secret, it would still be an “active” room, and 

students would be able to use it. Though this was 

helpful, it still did not give us any solid evidence 

as to what was planned inside. 

 

 

 

 
When I started broadening the interviewees, I 

was lucky – a teacher, who asked to remain 

anonymous, was so kind as to open me and 

the BCSNBC photographer the door and let us 

look inside. The room was under construction, 

but it was clear what it would be— 

 

However, the school board spoke out against 

me publishing the news before the planned 

opening, which is rather soon: After the winter 

holidays, the room will be used as another 

Freeplay room for primary children to enjoy 

after school, and possibly even for secondary 

students in break. Half of the playroom is also 

currently under construction because of what 

is happening in the active room, though it 

won’t become part of the room. If you cannot 

wait for the deadline to come and are too 

curious, maybe try persuading some teachers 

into telling you the secret, the way I did. You 

never know—it might work. 
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are already not able to drive to places like 

hospitals or schools, even if there are 

emergencies and quick action is needed. Tied 

with an economic crisis are rising electricity 

and heating costs, and this is not made any 

better by the fact that many houses have 

windows letting through air and coldness. 
 

The UK is also leading meetings with France 

about fishing rules and with the EU about a 

special status for Northern Ireland. These have 

been somewhat successful, but no agreements 

have been made. It was also announced that it 

has agreed on an economic deal with New 

Zealand, without customs for specific products 

and materials. Despite economic deals, for 

Britain, the most difficult time is still to come: a 

long, cold winter with little food, heating, or 

electricity. 
 

 

Oben: Bildunterschrift: Damit Ihr Dokument 

professionell aussieht, bietet Word Kopf-, Fußzeilen-, 

Deckblatt- und Textrahmendesigns, die sich 

gegenseitig ergänzen. 

 

consequence of Brexit. The situation has not 

gotten any better: food may be there, but the 

truck drivers have found jobs in their home 

countries. Boris Johnson’s idea of giving 

Polish truck drivers a 3-month visa has been 

laughed at, just like his idea that Germans 

living in the UK who did their driver’s license 

before 1999, and thus are allowed to drive 

trucks, should take on the jobs of the truck 

drivers. None of these plans worked, and so 

Johnson decided to use soldiers that had 

completed driving training for trucks. Even 

though that gave the British a hundred more 

truck drivers, there are still tens of thousands 

missing.  Many people cannot buy enough food 

anymore, not even mentioning Christmas 

dinners. But the food shortage is not the only 

consequence of missing truck drivers. 

 

Another consequence is the fuel shortage. 

Many videos have been posted, liked, and 

shared of people fighting at gas stations in 

Great Britain over who gets to get fuel for their 

car first. Long queues and traffic jams are also 

not an unusual sight anymore. Many people 

LUISE L, 8B  
 

 

No truck drivers, no fuel for cars. No truck 

drivers, no food in shops. No foreign workers, 

no truck drivers. British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson has often spoken about several 

(especially economic) benefits arising from 

Brexit, but in the past few weeks, the opposite 

has been the case: empty shelves in 

supermarkets, long queues at gas stations, and 

skyrocketing electricity and heating costs. 

Johnson’s cabinet is still optimistic and claims 

that the current situation has been caused by 

coronavirus. 

After being delayed by a few months, Brexit 

came into effect on 31 January 2020, with the 

test phase ending in December. Instantly, chaos 

broke out on the islands, with empty 

supermarkets being the first noticeable 

 

We are plasticised  
Where Microplastics are hiding  

 MERI B, 9A  
 
 

Due to plastic utensils around the house and in 

the world, microplastic often ends up in your 

lungs (which can lead to health problems). It is 

also likely that you have heard about 

microplastic being found in sea creatures like 

fish. These fish eat the plastic we throw into the 

oceans and as a result, end up on our dining 

tables still having the plastic in their bodies 

(Now as microplastic that it’s not possible to 

see). Studies have shown that microplastic has 

been found in every corner of the oceans. 

However, there are so many other foods that 

include microplastic. 

Some examples would be tea (from tea bags), 

water (mostly bottled), canned food, ready-

made food, salts (sea/rock/lake salts), even 

honey, milk, fruits and many more foods 

include microplastic. 

 Although it is unlikely to completely avoid 

microplastic, there are some possibilities to 

help the world and reduce plastic production. 

For example, checking the packaging (there is 

almost always another possibility), having less 

plastic toys and generally plastic objects 

around the house, and most importantly using 

less plastic! 

 

Did you know that the average person eats 

about 70,000 microplastic particles each year? 

That doesn’t mean that we are filled with 

plastic as microplastic is defined as plastic 

which is smaller than 5mm in size. It might 

still sound unlikely, but due to the extreme 

plastic productions in these times, plastic can 

be found practically everywhere, even in the 

air.  
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  ^From left to upper right to lower right: control panel 

for an older janapese toilet, trasparent toilets, opaque 

public toilets. Sources: 

https://newsforkids.net/articles/2020/08/27/japan-tries-out-see-through-

public-toilets/  , wikipedia.  

STELLA K, 9A  
 

 

Japan has always been a very polite country, and you do 

not need to read all the satisfied travel reports to know 

so. The Japanese have the concept of omotenashi, acts 

of selflessness and hospitality, and hold it very high, as 

it is called a cornerstone of their culture. But that is not 

all omotenashi is. According to Coto Academy, it means 

to tend to the guests every wish and do small, beautiful 

things to enrich the customer's visit. If you are 

wondering what this has to do with toilets, read on.   

 

TOTO is a Japanese toilet brand that was founded in 

the 1910s. Its first product was developed to make 

everyone more comfortable with going to the 

bathroom. In Japan’s polite environment, the noises 

and smells associated with a bathroom trip were 

certainly a problem. Luckily, TOTO set itself the 

mission to rid Japan of these awkward situations, and 

in 1976 launched its water-saving and noise-reducing 

toilet. TOTO isn’t of course, the only brand that 

produces these toilets, but in Japan, they are certainly 

the most famous. 

 

But TOTO toilets can do much, much more. 

The newest model, Neorest NX, has every 

piece of TOTO technology there is to offer. 

From a special flushing system to extra water 

spray cleaning to heatable toilet seats- it has it 

all. If I’m being honest, that does seem to make 

our normal european toilets seem rather 

boring.  The Neorest NX isn’t cheap, though—

to have your amazing bathroom experience, 

you must pay a fine amount of 6000 $.   
 

Furthermore, the fancy toilets are also rather 

environmentally friendly. When the company 

was started, the average water used in a flush 

was 13 litres, which adds up to a lot if you go 

to the bathroom three times a day. TOTO 

engineers managed to more than halve this 

amount: Instead of thirteen, a push of a button 

only cost six litres now. But TOTO wanted 

more. In 2002, they introduced a new system, 

the Tornado Flush. Instead of the water coming 

only from one end of the toilet, it is released 

from both sides, pushed sideways so it twists 

itself downwards, cleaning more space with a 

smaller amount of water. By 2021, a single 

flush now only used 3.8 litres.  

The company also established another idea rather 

early: In 1980, the Washlet was born, featuring a 

“wand”, used for cleaning with warm water instead of 

toilet paper. Lots of research and development 

perfected it. Now, it is at the perfect angle (43°), the 

temperature is always nice and warm, but not hot, and 

you can choose between different styles in which the 

water is sprayed. 

There is also something to say to the water. TOTO 

calls it ewater+, regular water that was electricized 

to give it a slightly acidic pH value. This is used to 

kill bacteria and prevent rings on the ceramics, 

whilst being completely sustainable.  

In Japan, there are also other peculiar toilet 

traditions. Tokyo is currently trying out see-through 

public toilets whose windowpanes can turn opaque 

on command. They were designed by Shigeru Ban, 

who also claims that they can be used like colourful 

lanterns at night. 

 

Sources: https://eu.toto.com/en/company-information/history 

https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/toto-on-japan/index.html  

https://cotoacademy.com/omotenashi/  

 
The Olympic Summary 
 

Anonymous Author 

 

 

At the moment, the Olympic Winter Games are taking 

place in Beijing, China. Officially opened on the fourth 

of February, a lot has happened and a lot will happen 

before the closing ceremony on the 18th February. 

Here’s a little overview of all the major events that have 

happened so far.  

Olympia has it’s first Doping Case. The 15 year old 

Kamila Walijewa, competig in figure skating for the 

Russian Olympic Comitee, was already tested positive 

on the substance Trimetazidin on the 25th of December. 

However, she was allowed to start, although 

Trimetazidin is a substance that is both off-limits 
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The World’s Most 

Innovative Toilet 
      

during training and in the actual 

competition. The problem: all of this came 

out after Kamila won the gold medal in 

single figure skating. The medal ceremony 

was postponed. In the end, after a very long 

and very complicated judicial process of the 

IOC (International Olympic Committee) 

Walijewa was allowed to compete again. 

The whole situation is not entirely off the 

table, however.  

Mikaela Shiffrin, one of the most famous 

Alpine Skiers, has had a few very bad days 

for her measures in Olympia so far. Her first 

race, slalom, which is usually one of her 

favorite disciplines, was over for her before 

she reached the finish line. After the same 

happened in the Giant slalom competition 

that followed, things were starting to get 

unusual. In the Super G and downhill 

competitions, she didn’t make the top five. 

Still, some believe in her: for the Alpine 

combination, Shiffrin was given the skies of 

silver-medal winner Sophia Goggia, who  

gave her an extra moral boost along with it—

a small note saying “Fly Mika, you can”.  

The German Double-Bobsledding Men had 

quite some success in Peking. First place 

went to Francesco Friedrich and his “pusher” 

Thorsten Margis, from Germany. The silver 

medal went to Johannes Lochner, also 

German, and the third place was awarded to 

Christoph Hafer who, you may have guessed 

it, is also German. Something like this has 

never happened before in Olympic History.  

 In addition, there are a few new disciplines 

that have their debut at Beijing this year. One 

of the is Ski Big Air, a sort of trick skiing 

that involves daring twists and flips in the 

air. Another newbie: Women’s Monobob 

sledding, which was only available to men 

before these Olympic games. 

 

All statistics taken from Sportschau.de and Olympic.dee 

https://eu.toto.com/en/company-information/history
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/toto-on-japan/index.html
https://cotoacademy.com/omotenashi/

