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Transdisciplinary
Themes

Grades

Grade 5

Grade 4

Grade 3

Grade 2

Grade 1

Who We Are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs
and values; personal, physical, mental, social
and spiritual health; human relationships
including families, friends, communities, and
cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it
means to be human.

3 Effective interactions between human
body systems contribute to good health
and well-being.

How body systems function and are connected
(FUNCTION, CONNECTION)

Health and well-being
(FORM)

Signs that things are not right
(FORM, FUNCTION, RESPONSIBILITY)"

How people were healthy in the past
(CHANGE, PERSPECTIVE)

3 Myself and Others.

What it is like to be me
(PERSPECTIVE)

Groups | belong to
(CHANGE)

Caring for others
(RESPONSIBILITY)

We are different, we are the same
(PERSPECTIVE)

Where we are in place and time

An inquiry into orientation in place and time;
personal histories; homes and journeys; the
discoveries, explorations and migrations of
humankind; the relationships between and the
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations,
from local and global perspectives.

1 People move around the world for
different reasons.

Reasons for immigration
(CAUSATION)

Children as immigrants
(PERSPECTIVE, RESPONSIBILITY)

How migration changes towns and cities
(CHANGE)

2 Transportation connects people
and places.

Types of transportation
(FUNCTION)

How travel has changed
(CHANGE)

Transportation helps to connect people
(CONNECTION)

What people learn when they travel
(PERSPECTIVE)

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover
and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture,
beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect
on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our
appreciation of the aesthetic.

s Cultures express themselves through
stories.

Stories from different cultures
(PERSPECTIVE)

Stories share a similar structure
(FORM)

Authors connect to their audience
(CONNECTION)

4 Signs and symbols help us learn,
Where we find signs and symbols
(CAUSATION)

What signs and symbols tell us
(FUNCTION)

We create our own signs and symbols
(FORM)

How the world works

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws;
the interaction between the natural world
(physical and biological) and human societies;
how humans use their understanding of
scientific principles; the impact of scientific
and technological advances on society and on
the environment.

5 Humans use their knowledge of the
natural world and scientific principles to
make informed decisions.

Properties in the natural world
(FORM)

Reasons for change
(CHANGE)

Consequences of change
(CAUSATION, CHANGE)

5 Simple machines make our
lives easier.

How simple machines work
(FUNCTION)

Reasons we use simple machines
(CAUSATION)

Making my own simple machine
(FORM)

How we organise ourselves

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of
human-made systems and communities;

the structure and function of organizations;
societal decision-making; economic activities
and their impact on humankind and the
environment.

4 We use time to organise ourselves.

Cultural ideas of time
(PERSPECTIVE)

How we organize our personal time
(RESPONSIBILITY)

Personal events and time
(CAUSATION, CONNECTION)

1 Me and my school.

How my school is organized
(CONNECTION)

Responsibilities at school
(PERSPECTIVE, RESPONSIBILITY)

We are all connected
(CAUSATION)

Sharing the Planet

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in
the struggle to share finite resources with
other people and with other living things;
communities and the relationships within
and between them; access to equal
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

2 Consuming has an effect on people
and our planet.

The reasons why we buy things
(CAUSATION, PERSPECTIVE)

Supply and demand
(FUNCTION)

Choosing responsibly what we buy
(RESPONSIBILITY)

s Sharing our city with
plants and animals.

Plants and animals in our city
(FORM)

How we share the city with plants and animals
(CONNECTION)

Our responsibility to these plants and animals
(RESPONSIBILITY)
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