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Berlin Cosmopolitan School  

Language Policy 

 

BCS Vision: 

“Nurturing lifelong learners for a more respectful, enlightened and compassionate 

world.” 

 

BCS Mission: 

“The BCS mission is to foster international-minded, academically successful, and 

balanced lifelong learners.  We achieve this through inquiry-based learning, 
innovative teaching, and community involvement; inspiring positive change in 

our diverse and dynamic world.” 

Purpose of the Language Policy 

The language policy is a working document which defines the role of language 

and the guiding principles of language learning for the whole school, including 

the IBPYP and IBDP programmes at BCS. The language policy extends to all 

programmes and areas of instruction, communication and is consistent with the 

principles and practices of the IB.  The language policy is implemented by all BCS 

community stakeholders to support our mission. 

Beliefs and Aims 

We recognise that multilingualism enriches our community and promotes 

international mindedness and that it is our collective responsibility to nurture an 

appreciation of language.  Language is not only a means of communication, but 

it is a reflection of one’s cultural identity. Acquisition of more than one language 

promotes personal development, builds self-esteem and facilitates international 

understanding allowing individuals to collaborate as a means of gaining 

knowledge and shaping perspective in a global setting. As language is integral to 

teaching and learning in all subject areas, all BCS teachers are viewed as 

language teachers. BCS is a bilingual school, that also celebrates and promote 

the German language and culture as it is the host country.  

At BCS, we aim to develop in our students the ability to think, question, 

collaborate, create and express themselves clearly in both oral and written 

expression through more than one language. We understand that acquisition of 

language develops across a continuum and each individual student’s progress will 

vary in their ability to learn additional languages. We strive to meet the 

developing language needs of all of our students learning a language in other 

than their mother tongue through our Language Support programme.  

Language Profile  

Over 70% of our students speak English as an additional language to their 

mother tongue. BCS is currently comprised of a majority of native German 

speaking students who demonstrate a proficiency in English relative to the year 

group in which they are placed. The remainder of the students are widely diverse 
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representing over 30 mother tongue languages from over 40 different countries. 

All classroom teachers are native English speakers, and all other single subject 

teachers are either native English speakers or speak fluent English. The majority 

of teachers are fluent in more than one language.  

Admissions Policies Related to Language  

All applicants to BCS are required to provide a language skills profile, indicating 

proficiency in their mother tongue language, English and German. Additionally, 

applicants provide information about the primary languages of communication in 

their home and their ability to support language development at home in 

languages other than their mother tongue.  

Applicants are required to complete an admissions test and a personal interview 

with the admissions officer or their designee. The admissions test in most cases 

is an administration of the Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP), from the 

Northwest Evaluation Association. When administration of the MAP test is not 

possible, a written assessment and review of previous school reports will be used 

to screen for language proficiency. Results from these screenings are reviewed 

by department heads to determine proficiency of English relative to the mean 

ability of students in the year group to which the applicant wishes to join. Upon 

review, if the applicant is determined to be in the lower third of the year groups, 

a referral will be completed for the English Language Development programme 

(ELD), ELD teachers determine the appropriate level of support as outlined in the 

Language Development programme. Applicants who are non-native German 

speakers will be referred to the German Language Development program (GLD) 

for assessment to determine the level of support needed. 

Overview of Language Programmes 

Language instruction focuses on the development of listening, speaking, reading, 

writing and media literacy skills in each of the six transdisciplinary themes 

outlined in the BCS Programme of Inquiry (for the Primary Years Programme). In 

the secondary school this is continued and there is a focus on language 

production (speaking and writing) and language reception skills (reading and 

listening) media literacy skills, and on the aspects of “interaction” and “language 

awareness”. This includes all subject groups in the secondary school (and 

Diploma programme). BCS recognises that language acquisition is most effective 

for students when implemented through a transdisciplinary and constructivist 

approach to learning. The development of these skills are guided by the IBO 

language scope and sequences and the Berlin Rahmenlehrplan.   

BCS focuses on the development of more than one language of communication 

and written expression through all grades of instruction. We strive for bilingual 

students by the end of the tenth grade in preparation for the German MSA 

exams and the opportunity to perform equally well in either the German Abitur 

programme or the IB Diploma Program. 

 

 



 

August 2018, revised 

Language A - English 

The primary language of communication and instruction is English. 

Communication and instruction begin in the Early Years programme with an 

immersion in the English Language. Public communications to the whole 

community and official school documents are to follow British English 

conventions, while class communications are in the convention the teacher is 

most familiar. Starting in the first grade, the spelling and writing conventions of 

the English Language are taught according to British English.  In the classrooms 

printed material is a combination of both British and American publications and 

students are taught the differences between various English conventions.   

In the classroom setting students are expected to communicate in English to the 

best of their abilities. It is recognised that in some collaborative settings students 

may use a language other than English to express their thoughts and ideas more 

clearly, question the nature of themes, or seek translations to expand their 

vocabulary and understanding. 

Language B – German 

The second language students are required to learn, is German, as Germany is 

the host country for our school. The German language is taught according to the 

standards defined in the Berlin Rahmenlehrplan, but efforts are made to connect 

the standards being taught to the Programme of Inquiry. Lesson materials are 

provided to students in German to support their development as a pace defined 

by the Senat (Germen education Authority). 

German classes are taught at a minimum of five, forty-five minute lessons in one 

academic week. Classes are scheduled in parallel to allow for the mixing of 

classes by level. During at least two of the five lessons a GLD teacher is available 

to work with the lowest level learned in small groups. These groups are serviced 

by either providing support in the lesson or in a pull out setting.   

Teachers are encouraged to develop their own German language comprehension 

to integrate into the local culture and gain understanding and perspective of host 

country students and families.  

Other Languages and Mother Tongue  

At BCS we value and understand the importance the mother tongue language 

has to each community member, as it is an integral part of their cultural identity. 

BCS believes a wide range of languages enriches our community and supports 

our mission. BCS plans for the continued development of our students’ mother 

tongue languages through the extracurricular programme’s afternoon clubs, 

media centre materials and adaptation of the regular academic schedule.   

Clubs can be offered in the extracurricular programme by BCS educators, 

teachers, parents or other community members who wish to provide a year-long 

club related to a specific area of interest or language.  BCS is responsive to the 

changing needs of our student population as we are willing to add clubs that 

meet the mother tongue need of our student body.   
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In addition to student’s accessing their mother tongue language in after school 

clubs, the media centre provides reading materials in a variety of languages. 

During the academic school week students have ICT time where they can access 

multimedia material in their mother tongue. For our grade 5 students, who are 

required to start studies in a 3rd language, BCS supports parents who wish to 

have the 3rd language provided in their mother tongue where possible.  

 

Language Support  

BCS offers three levels of support for students that are in need of Language 

Development (LD) support.  LD can be provided for the following languages 

taught at BCS, English, German, Spanish and French.  The level at which student 

receives services is dependent on how far along in their language development 

the student is as identified by the Language teacher, ELD/GLD coordinator 

and/or MAP Test at admissions (English only). 

Scheduling of learning support 

All learning support sessions can be scheduled at any time during the regular 

day, with the exception of “in class support” as this is intended to aid the student 

while in the class they are receiving interventions for.  Scheduling can include 

the “1st” hour, which is from 8:00 a.m. until 8:45 a.m.  Time may also be 

scheduled after school in lesson 10 or 11 (3:15 p.m. until 5:15 p.m.), it should 

be noted that these times are not typically sought as it is recognized that this is 

a difficult time for students to focus on learning. These times are only used in 

extreme circumstances when no other time is available for the teacher or 

classroom.  All scheduling is subject to change based on availability of the 

students’, teachers’, and room schedule.  

Description of support settings 

Study hall/German Club:   

Students have at least a classroom teacher and a German teacher available to 

them to provide support and guidance on assignments or tasks brought with 

them to the study hall class/German Club.  The teacher does not plan lesson for 

student skills or learning, they only support students with assigned lessons or 

areas of need.  If a teacher refers the student to study hall for support they will 

provide the student with the materials they need to bring to study hall for 

support.   

One-to-One support: 

Students work in a one to one ratio with the support teacher.  One-to-one 

support can occur either as an “in-class” or “pull-out” setting.  The support need 

is identified by either the support teacher or in collaboration with the regular 

classroom teacher. The intention of “one on one” setting is to focus all support 

on the individual student’s language needs. 

Small group: 
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Small group settings are learning lessons where a limited number of students 

work directly with a language teacher.  The language teacher either plans the 

lesson individually or in collaboration with the classroom teacher based upon the 

individual needs of the student. Small group setting will often have a mix of 

different ability levels, but they are grouped according to subject.   

“In-class” support: 

This type of accommodation is intended to keep the student in the classroom 

teacher’s class while receiving support from a second teacher. The second 

teacher is usually the Language Support teacher or the parallel class teacher.   

The intention is to support the students in an inclusion setting.  

“Pull-out” support: 

This accommodation is intended to remove or pull out the students from the 

regular learning environment to work outside of the class in a small class setting.  

Lessons provided in this support setting can either be in conjunction with the 

regular class lesson, unit of inquiry or designed by the support teacher 

specifically for the student or group of students pulled out of the regular class 

lesson based on their individual needs.    

Special Educational Needs and Language Support 

Students identified as needing support for Special Educational Needs, will be 

referred to the SEN programme, defined in the BCS inclusion/ SEN Policy, for 

evaluation and services will be provided by the special education teacher or 

subject teachers as instructed. The special education teacher or point of contact 

will work in a one to one setting with students to develop learning strategies and 

focus on essential language skills.  Special educational lessons are planned by 

the special education teacher based on an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  

Learning goals, benchmarks, strategies, skills and manipulatives used in the 

special education needs classes and identifies in the IEP will be duplicated in the 

students’ classes and supported by the classroom teacher.  Additionally, the SEN 

teacher will assist the teacher in the understanding and use of any learning aids 

or strategies identified in the IEP. 

Language Policy Review 

The BCS language policy as a working document is to be reviewed at the end of 

each academic year.  The review process consists of a review and reflection of 

the policy as it applies to the current practises of the school by community 

stakeholders at the time of review. Teachers will review the Language Policy in a 

designated staff meeting and parents will be invited to share comments and 

suggest changes or omissions to the Language Policy through their classes’ 

parent representatives. All omissions, comments, suggested changes and other 

contributions by Primary teachers, Secondary teachers, and other community 

stakeholders are provided to the Pedagogical Leadership Team for final review 

and consideration of changes to BCS Language policy.    
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Communication of the Language Policy 

The BCS Language Policy will be published for all community members on the 

school website and will be made available to the teachers on the schools internal 

school server. Publication of the Language policy on the school website will serve 

as notification of the policy as well as the review process for the policy.  


